Educating the next generation of dentists.
A new vision for dental education is being shaped by (1) future dentists' need to keep pace with rapid developments in medicine and biomedical science, and changing health-care delivery mechanisms that will transform dentistry; (2) dissatisfaction with unintended, undesirable consequences of traditional approaches to dental education that do not integrate biomedical/clinical, behavioral, ethical, and population perspectives in clinical practice, and fail to cultivate the skills and values which support lifelong learning; (3) new developments in cognitive science demonstrating learning environments' need to be more student-centered, to emphasize active learning strategies, and teach students to use the scientific method to resolve clinical problems. These changes will require efforts in faculty development, and have implications for the administration and function of dental schools.